Syllabus: Comparative History of Ideas
Title: Comparative History of Ideas 
Instructor: Shan Oglesby, B.A. History, M.Ed Soc. St. Curriculum
School: Kamiak


Credit:  1

Area: Senior Social Studies                 Length: 2 semesters (1 year)                Prerequisite: None
	Texts: 

* A Passion for Wisdom, Robert Solomon & Kathleen Higgins

* Primary & secondary source documents as assigned by instructor

	Required Materials: Paper, pens, readings, and text are required EVERY day!

· Loose leaf paper. NO SPIRAL notebooks!

· Portfolio, or 3-ring notebook with 6 dividers

· BLACK PENS

· 1 box of tissues, hand sanitizer,  OR anti-bacterial wipes




Course Description:  An AP alternative course designed to expose the college bound student to the story of man’s continuing quest to understand the world through the study of both the eastern and western traditions in philosophical thought. Modeled after University of Washington’s Comparative History of Ideas Bachelor of Arts program, Semester I will focus on Eastern traditions; semester II will focus on western traditions.  Both semesters will examine the philosophical underpinnings and current systems of ethics and law, as well as the complex questions surrounding the issues of the collective v. individual rights, national v. international sovereignty, ideals v. realities, civil responsibility, and human rights. An understanding of the basic principles of philosophy will empower students with a framework of prior knowledge which will aid in their understanding of future courses, in all disciplines, encountered during their post-high school years. Special emphasis will be placed on critical thinking, value clarification, informed argument, and problem solving, civic responsibility, and participatory citizenship. These skills are essential to our survival as a culture.   These are difficult skills to master, but they are perhaps the most essential in today's rapidly changing world. By exploring the lives and works of the most famous philosophers and ideas of all time, students will learn how to apply these ideas to their own life, work, and citizenship. This in turn will help them make sense of their own reality as they transition to a more diverse, interdependent world beyond high school. 
Learning Targets:  Students will be able to…
· Construct and evaluate arguments: using evidence to make plausible arguments. (1.1.3b)

· Use documents and other primary data: developing the skills necessary to analyze point of view, context, and bias, and to understand and interpret information. (1.1.3b)

· Develop the ability to assess issues of change and continuity over time. (1.1.3, 2.1.3)

· Enhancing the capacity to handle diversity of interpretations through analysis of context, bias, and frame of reference.(1.1.3b,1.3.3)

· Assess global patterns over time and space while also acquiring the ability to connect local developments to global ones and to move through levels of generalizations from the global to the particular. (1.1.3, 2.1.3)

· Develop the ability to compare within and among societies, including comparing societies’ reactions to global processes. (1.1.3b, 1.3.3, 2.1.3)

· Develop the ability to assess claims of universal standards yet remaining aware of human commonalities and differences; putting culturally diverse ideas and values in historical context, not suspending judgment but developing understanding.(1.1.3b, 1.3.3)

· Understand key ideals and principles of the United States, including those in the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and other fundamental documents (Civics 1.1.2)

· Understand the purposes, organization, and function of governments, laws, and political systems (Civics 1.2)

· Understand the purposes and organization of international relationships and US foreign policy (Civics 1.3)

· Understand civic involvement (Civics 1.4)

Course Content: 

	Comparative History of Ideas I: Eastern Traditions
	Comparative History of Ideas II: Western Traditions

	Part 1- Philosophical Underpinnings


• Religion, morals, ethics, & law


• Empiricism, rationalism, & idealism


• Individualism vs. collectivism, public v. private  

                 discourse, ideologies v. realities

Part 2 – The Power of the Collective


• Hinduism


• Buddhism


• Taoism


• Confucianism


• Shinto

Part 3 – The Power of the Individual


• Zoroastrianism


• Judaism


• Christianity


• Islam
	Part 4 – Bios v. Zoe:  Public v. Private Civic Participation


• Sophists, & Socrates


• Plato & Aristotle


• Hellenistic philosophy


• Neo-Platonism & scholasticism 

Part 5 – Natural Rights, Natural Laws, & Sovereignty


• French Enlightenment & the age of reason


• German idealism & American transcendentalism


• Ideas and Freedom - Marx & Nietzsche

Part 6 – The Politics of Freedom, Human Rights, & 

              Democracy


• New Fields of Thought - psych., soc., & anthro.


• The New Logic


• Phenomenology & existentialism


• Language, culture, & the unconsciousness


• Post modernism, post-structuralism, 

                 deconstruction, globalism, & human rights





	Class Work:

· Scored discussions

· Annotation & analysis of course readings

· Weekly quizzes on required concepts & vocabulary.

· Weekly in-class writing assessments.

· Cumulative course 

	Homework:

· Weekly textbook notes, map, and vocabulary

· Study for tests, quizzes, and essays.

· Revise and type written assignments when needed. 

· Average of 5 hours per week.

· CBA research project/paper/presentation




Assessments:

· Grading: Not every assignment is graded. It is to the student’s benefit, however, to do each and every assignment. Keeping up with assignments will help improve understanding and test scores. Thus, it is expected that students will complete and realize the importance of doing all their homework to encourage independent study, discipline, and academic rigor. Grade scales and rubrics are clearly identified on assignments, the Kamiak Social Studies Handbook, and in class. 

· Incompletes/Late/Missing/Fail: Students always have the opportunity to improve their work on teacher designated formative assessments prior to the end of each quarter grading period. All INC/Late/Missing/Fails must be made completed PRIOR to the next summative assessment. Students WILLNOT be given the opportunity to improve their work on teacher designated final summative assessments. NO LATE WORK will be accepted unless you have an excused absence. This is a required class for graduation, thus sports, clubs, music, drama, work, etc. will not be accepted as excuses NOT to make up missed work. All students will be granted one “free late” pass per quarter.
	Weighted Categories:
	Scoring/Feedback Key

	Writing

 25%

Reading
               25%

Tests     
               25%

Performance
 25%


	+ = 100 Exceeds target

/  = 85 Meets target

-   = 75 Meets most of target

x  = 60 Meets partial target

inc = Missed the target. Try again




Behavioral & Academic Expectations:

· BEFORE the Bell: Be on time, enter the room quietly, read the agenda, get out required materials, turn off electronics, put backpacks on the wall, and get ready to learn (
· Student Learning Teams: Cooperate, contribute, collaborate, and use your best etiquette. Act the way you want the world to be (
· Time for Time: We have more history than time. If you take mine during class, I will take yours AFTER class. Please follow directions and talk only when the teacher is not. Enough said.

· Ethics: Cheating will not be tolerated in any form (this includes copying homework, talking to other classes about tests, use of electronic devices, and plagiarism) and will result in both academic and disciplinary consequences.

· Assignments: All written work needs to be in BLACK PEN, organized, clean, and legible. All typed work needs to be in MLA unless otherwise noted. Show pride in your work!
· Electronics: No electronic devices, of any kind, will be tolerated in class, or on your person (except in the case of 504/IEP). Use of visual or sound recording devices without written permission by the classroom teacher and/or students is specifically forbidden by Mukilteo School District policy. If I see it or hear it I will take it. No exceptions. All electronics must be kept in backpacks. Welcome to Philosophy Unplugged ( Violations will be seen as a serious breach of both personal privacy and test security.

Taking Responsibility for Your Learning:

· Tracking Progress: It is YOUR responsibility to track your own progress and communicate this with your parents. YOU need to check your grades, missing assignments, etc, NOT your parents’! Ms. Oglesby will happily discuss your grade with you before/after school to ensure confidentiality. I prefer not to report grades electronically due to concerns about security and confidentiality. The grade you EARN is the grade you will receive. DO NOT ask me to “round up” or give extra credit. It is unethical for you to ask, and it would be unethical for me to comply. You will have every opportunity to EARN your grade legitimately.

· Extra Help: Missed work/tests, progress reports, inc’s, and getting extra help need to be taken care of BEFORE school during TUE/THR Tutorial. All other visits by appointment only, to ensure quality of instruction. Unannounced visits by students and parents are disrespectful and may disrupt another student’s and/or parent’s scheduled appointment. 

· E-MAIL Etiquette: As a rule, Ms. Oglesby does not read/respond to student e-mail until after graduation. E-mail should not be used for anything of a confidential nature. All issues of a confidential nature (grades, extra help, missed work, etc) should be taken care of IN PERSON. District e-mail IS NOT a private/secure/confidential form of communication. I feel very strongly that e-mail should NOT be used for this purpose.  I check, and respond to parent e-mail twice a day, during school hours (the time I spend with my students is limited and precious). I will make every attempt to reply in a timely manner, which in some cases may take up to 48 hours.

· Contact Info: E-mail: oglesbysr@mukilteo.wednet.edu, website: www.shanoglesby.net
· Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday Tutorial (6:45-7:20) – Tuesday Testing (2:00-3:00).

